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OUR MISSION 
 
As the Commission’s in-house science service,  
the Joint Research Centre’s mission is to provide 
EU policies with independent, evidence-based scientific and 
technical support throughout the whole policy cycle.  
 
Working in close cooperation with policy Directorates-General, 
the JRC addresses key societal challenges while stimulating 
innovation through developing new methods, tools and 
standards, and sharing its know-how with the Member States, 
the scientific community and international partners. 
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7th of March 2017  

Building 36 -Room Amphitheater  
 
09.30 – arrival of guests and introduction  
 
 
 Open to all JRC staff 

10.00 – 10.45 : DG CONNECT Activities (A. Vlad) 

10.45 – 11.30 : Overview VPHi (L. Geris) 

11.30 – 12.15 : Avicenna Alliance activities (J. Kennedy) 

 

 

Building 101 -Room 2302 
 
 Closed Session with Dir F staff * 

13:00 – 14:00 : Buffet Lunch  
 
14.00 – 17.00 : Round table discussion of possible topics 
           for collaboration. 
 
 
17.30 Shuttle/taxi departure for hotel/airport 
 
*Please Contact Alicia Paini (F3) to join 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

“Virtual Physiological Human”   7th of March 2017 

Avicenna Alliance  
 
The Avicenna Alliance, is an association of industry and 

research organisations who have a commercial or research 

interest in predictive or in silico approaches that apply 

computer modelling and simulation to address the 

challenges of 21st Century medicine. Tasked by the 

European Commission with developing a“Roadmap for in 

silico medicine, the Association now seeks to put this 

roadmap into action and ensure the development of a 

policy framework that will both support the further 

elaboration and validation of these technologies and to 

enable the in silico market that will naturally emerge. With 

its origins as a European Commission funded project, 

Avicenna: A Strategy for In Silico Clinical Trials, the 

Avicenna Alliance members now work with our Commission 

partners to overcome research and market obstacles to the 

uptake of in silico methods. The unique partnership is a 

success story that is the culmination of strong, long-term 

EC support for the VPHi that is now poised to have 

material, commercial and regulatory impact.  Whilst the 

Alliance clearly has a European foundation and core focus, 

it has a global vision and reach. The challenges that we are 

facing in medicine are not country, market or sector- 

specific; neither are the solutions. For this reason, the 

intention has been from the start that the work of the 

Alliance will be to look towards working with the FDA, the 

EMA and regulators in the Asia Pacific region to develop 

polices that are, as far as is possible, harmonised, enabling 

reducing hurdles to marketing products across territories.  
 

Virtual Physiological Human institute 
 
The VPH Institute is a non-profit organization whose mission is 

to ensure that the Virtual Physiological Human (VPH) is fully 

realised, universally adopted, and effectively used both in 

research and clinic. Since its establishment in 2011, the 

Institute has been constantly growing its membership and 

recognition, and now represents the interest of over 40 

research and academic institutions world-wide and a number 

of personal members focused on the development of in silico 

medicine through the application of VPH technologies. 

The VPHi acts as a catalyst to bring together a variety of 

different stakeholders (such as policy makers, science funding 

bodies, regulatory agencies, clinical organisations and 

industry) in order to maximise the benefit of VPH approaches 

for the healthcare industry and for the public good. The VPHi 

role is to make sure of pursuing R&D to integrate quantitative 

biological knowledge from molecular to cell, tissue, organ and 

whole body scales, and to translate this understanding into 

clinical practice. The biannual VPH conference, organised by 

the VPHi, has become an important forum for the 

dissemination of the in silico medicine research achievements 

over the world, ensuring the research efforts are aligned and 

maximised.  Over the years, the VPHi has successfully built the 

recognition of the value of the VPH research at political level, 

creating strong and continued links with both the European 

Commission and the Parliament. Thanks to these efforts, in 

2014 the European Parliament endorsed VPH as an example of 

a successful eHealth solution and provided continued funding 

of VPH research activities in Horizon 2020 work programme. 

The VPHi has now a key official role in shaping European 

eHealth policies, having been appointed by the EC as a 

member of the eHealth Stakeholder Group, a platform of 30 

stakeholders that contributes to the development of legislation 

or policy related to eHealth. What can be considered a recent 

VPHi victory is the establishment of the industry driven 

association called Avicenna Alliance, a baby born from the 

activities of homonym project where VPHi was tasked to 

increase the collaboration with the industries in the in silico 

medicine field so to ensure a faster track of adoption of the 

VPH research technologies. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

j.kennedy
Sticky Note


